
 

 
  

Suggestions for Reading Groups – First Time Authors 
 

Your Reading Group name: ……………………………………………………………… Date submitted: ……………………………………  
 
Library you wish to collect the books from: …………………………………………….. 
 

Author  Title – please tick as many titles as you would like to read 
Alternative 

formats 
available 

Tick
Library 

use 
only 

Christos Tsiolkas 

The Slap 
At a Melbourne barbecue, a child is slapped by an adult that is not his parent. 
Controversy ensues and The Slap has an impact on everyone who witnessed it 
from Grandfather to teenage boy.  A powerful novel containing some strong 
language.   
Discussion Guide  
 

Pbk 
CD 
Braille 
24pt print  
 

  

Sarah Winman 
 

When God was a Rabbit  
Brother and sister Joe and Elly are ‘two parts of a whole’. Together they 
experience an eccentric childhood.  As adults being in New York during 9/11 is a 
test of the strength of their bond.  
Discussion Guide    Watch a trailer 
 

Pbk 
Hbk 
 LP 

  

Tea Obreht 

 

The Tiger’s Wife  
Why did Natalia’s grandfather spend his last days searching for the deathless 
man, and how does it involve the tiger’s wife?  This gripping novel mingles 
legend and real life to create a tale you will not be able to put down. 
Discussion Guide 

 
Pbk 
Hbk 

  

 

 

http://goo.gl/2SPkl
http://www.allenandunwin.com/_uploads/BookPdf/ReadingGroupGuide/9781741753592.pdf
http://goo.gl/54871
http://www.hachette.com.au/downloads/readingguides/9780755379293.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X69GfgYN_Wg
http://goo.gl/sxLsN
http://bestsellers.about.com/od/bookclubquestions/a/The-Tigers-Wife-By-Tea-Obreht-Book-Club-Discussion-Questions.htm
http://bestsellers.about.com/od/bookclubquestions/a/The-Tigers-Wife-By-Tea-Obreht-Book-Club-Discussion-Questions.htm


Author & Title Title - please tick as many titles as you would like to read 
Alternative 

formats 
available 

Tick
Library 

use 
only 

Dawn French 

A Tiny Bit Marvellous  
Come and meet the Battle family and their dog named Poo. 
Mum’s a child psychologist, but her kids scare her and Dad’s not helping. Enjoy 
a laugh and more in this witty, insightful novel.  
Discussion Guide    Watch a trailer 
 

Pbk 
Hbk 
CD 
Braille 
24pt print  

  

Emma Henderson 

Grace Williams Says it Loud 
This isn't an average love story. Daniel fills Grace’s head with notions of Paris 
and rose petals. But Grace is just any girl. She’ll tell you all about her life and her 
struggles to sustain and express herself. 
Discussion Guide    Watch a trailer 
 

Pbk 
Hbk 
Daisy 
Braille 
24pt print 

  

Catherine Hall 

Days of Grace 
Nora is evacuated to rural Kent and welcomed into the Rivers family. As war 
rages above them in the skies, the relationship between Nora and Grace Rivers 
becomes something much more. Exactly how much more is a secret Nora will 
keep until the end.     
Discussion Guide 
 

 

Pbk 
LP 
CD 
Tape 
Daisy 

  

Helen Simonson 

Major Pettigrew's last stand 
The retired Major Pettigrew is not bothered at all by the modern world. Since his 
wife Nancy's death, he has tried to avoid the busybodies in the village and the 
various other bothersome people. However the Major meets Mrs Ali, and his 
quiet life becomes anything but quiet!    
Discussion Guide 

Pbk 
LP 
CD 
Tape 
Ebook 
Daisy 
Braille 
24pt Print 
 MP3 
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http://goo.gl/AxQ0r
http://independentbooksellersweek.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/NRGD-Dawn-French-interview-and-further-discussion.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLGlJpY4Tc4
http://goo.gl/L780x
http://www.wellcomebookprize.org/stellent/groups/bookprize/@book_prize/documents/web_document/wtx062988.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SsnqQaTeXSY
http://goo.gl/yMNJW
http://books.simonandschuster.com/Grace/Richard-Paul-Evans/9781416550037/reading_group_guide
http://goo.gl/tpB92
http://bestsellers.about.com/od/bookclubquestions/a/Major-Pettigrews-Last-Stand-Book-Club-Questions.htm


 

Author  Title - please tick as many titles as you would like to read 
Alternative 

formats 
available 

Tick
Library 

use 
only 

Lisa Genova 
 

Still Alice 
Alice Howland is proud of her life, a Harvard professor, a successful husband 
and three wonderful children. At 50 she begins to become forgetful and finds 
herself in the downward spiral of Alzheimer’s disease. Unable to work, read and 
take care of herself it’s up to her family help her live for each day. 
Discussion Guide 
 

 
Pbk 
Hbk 
LP 
 

  

Elizabeth Day 

Scissor Paper Stone  
A family struggle come to a head when the dominant Charles is involved in an 
accident. As he lies in a coma, his wife and daughter have to face up to their 
lives, the choices they have made and where their futures might lie 
Discussion Guide 
 

 
Pbk 
 

  

Clare Clark 

The Great Stink 
William May returns to London after the horrors of the Crimean War. His job is at 
the heart of Bazalgette’s transformation of the London sewers, where dark and 
dangerous secrets lie. Is the life more dangerous above ground or beneath? 
Discussion Guide 
 

Pbk 
Hbk 
LP 
CD 
Tape 

  

Jed Rubenfeld 

The Interpretation of Murder 
An interweaving of facts and fiction result in a plot filled with twists and turns. 
Sigmund Freud visits New York in 1909 and finds his theories put to the test in 
solving a murder. 
Discussion Guide 

Pbk 
LP 
CD 
Tape 
Ebook 
Daisy  
Braille 
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http://goo.gl/Q5F9z
http://www.litlovers.com/reading-guides/13-fiction/987-still-alice-genova?start=3
http://goo.gl/VIO3Y
http://www.bloomsbury.com/Scissors-Paper-Stone/Elizabeth-Day/readinggroups/details/9781408807613
http://goo.gl/ARr5c
http://goo.gl/ARr5c
http://www.bloomsbury.com/Scissors-Paper-Stone/Elizabeth-Day/readinggroups/details/9781408807613
http://goo.gl/fl0YS
http://www.litlovers.com/reading-guides/13-fiction/485-interpretation-of-murder-rubenfeld
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Author & Title Title - please tick as many titles as you would like to read Alternative 

formats 
available 

Tick Library 
use 
only 

Naseem Rakha 

The Crying Tree 
Could you forgive your son’s killer? 19 years ago Daniel murdered Irene’s son 
Shep during a robbery and received a death sentence. .Will Daniel’s death give 
the family the justice they want and an end to their grief? 
Discussion Guide    Watch a trailer 
 

 
Pbk 
CD 
 

  

 
Key: LP: Large Print  
         Audio: unabridged audiobook on CD or cassettes  
         E book / E audio: downloadable to your PC or various other devices. Please ask staff for further details 
 
 
 

http://goo.gl/bo15h
http://www.readinggroupguides.com/guides_c/the_crying_tree1.asp
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PNLvcqEnpfU&feature=youtu.be

